ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Issues of inequalities in accessing Education
According to some investigators, there exists a strong relationship between the parents' social background and their offspring's achievement (Bourdieu, 1973; Mare, 1981 ; Blossfeld & Shavit, 1993) . The enduring impact of socio-economic background on individuals' educational attainment is one of the best-established results of modern stratification research (Bidwell & Friedkin, 1988) . Boudon (1974) Most of the past researches dealt with socio economic and academic deficiencies which cause for discontinuation of education. In contrary to it, the present study looks at the issue of educational continuation RESEARCH PAPERS S decision of higher secondary school students from a different perspective based on Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB). The theory has been successful in providing a better understanding of such various behaviors as exercising, donating blood, adhering to a low-fat diet, wearing a safety helmet and choosing a career among many more (Ajzen, 2001 ; Armitage & Conner, 2001 ; The theory has been used to predict the completion of high school of African American Students by conducting four years longitudinal study (Davis et.al, 2002) . The major focus of this study is on the specific beliefs and attitudes that are closely related to one's intentions to continue education. By focusing on specific beliefs and attitudes, the theory and the study do not reject or diminish the influence of objective environmental factors such as socio economic factors. These factors find expression in one's intentions and behavior by indirectly influencing them. For the same reason, this study also look into the influence of locality, gender, community and religion on academic achievement and the constructs of the theory of planned behavior (intention is not analyzed in this study with respect to these demographic variables). Because, it can be found that, some students who perform well academically may discontinue the education after certain transition stage. On the other hand, it can also be seen that some students who do not perform as good as other students who discontinue the education may continue education. This phenomenon highlights the importance of identifying the underlying factors operating as determinants of educational continuation decisions as secondary effects. Therefore, the study deliberately tries to find out the correlation between them.
Thus, it helps to understand the influence of primary and secondary effects on the educational continuation decisions since it processes in its operation. The evaluation of the relative importance of primary and secondary effects is the aim of a growing body of literature (Erikson et al., 2005; Stocke, 2007) . Since the primary effects are an explanatory variable for educational continuation, this study has taken the achievement of the students into account for broadening the horizon of the phenomenon of decision making. This study makes an attempt to examine the applicability of the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) in predicting the intentions of higher secondary school students for higher education. The study also makes an attempt to identify the underlying cognitive and other components which determine the intentions of an individual, specifically students. By doing so, early interventions can be done through which the intentions can be altered.
Conceptual Framework of the Study
The Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB)
The Theory of Planned Behavior is introduced by Ajzen (1985) and it has been used in various disciplines for long years. The major purpose of the Theory of Planned 
Attitude toward Behavior
In every individual, this psychological tendency inherently exists in the form of evaluation covering all types and categories of evaluation, both overt and covert, or in cognitive, affective and conative forms. Formation of attitude toward behavior takes place by the combination of one's own beliefs (behavioral beliefs) and evaluation of a particular behavior (outcome evaluations).
Subjective Norms
Subjective norm which is a social factor refers to one's own Taylor, Rachel (2014) used, TPB to explore the drivers behind students' subject choice at A-level, specifically focusing on students' intentions to study physics and media studies. Multiple regression analyses supported the predictive validity of the theory in this context, with the three predictor variables (attitude, subjective norm and perceived behavioral control) accounting for 66% of the variance in students' intentions to study physics and 68% of the variance in students' intentions to study media studies. Furthermore, for both subjects, attitude and subjective norm were found to be the significant predictors of intentions. Hence, students with higher intentions to study physics or media studies exhibited a more positive attitude towards choosing this subject and perceived greater social pressure from significant others.
Analysis of the beliefs underlying students' subject choices suggested that, the influence of parents was particularly important to students, as were the beliefs about the positive outcomes of choosing physics or media studies in terms of student's future career and education prospects.
This suggests that, initiatives aimed at increasing the uptake of subjects such as physics in the future might be best targeted in these areas. 
Tools Used
Questionnaire of Theory of Planned Behavior
The questionnaire of Theory of Planned Behavior used by 
Socio-Economic Schedule
A socio-economic schedule is used for collecting the background data of the students.
Objectives of the Study
· To study the Educational continuation decisions of higher secondary school students. · To find out the most significant predictor responsible for the intention of the students to access higher education.
· To find out the predictors responsible for the intention of the students to access higher education.
· To find out the interacting predictors (combinations of two and three) responsible for the intention of the students to access higher education.
Hypotheses
· There is no gender difference in the scores of constructs of the planned behavior among the higher secondary school students with respect to:
Attitude towards behavior.
Subjective norms and
Perceived behavioral control.
· The following factors do not predict the intention of the students to access higher education.
Perceived behavioral control. Table 1 shows the performance of the students on the constructs of Attitude Toward Behavior and the Subjective Norms is an average and the students' performance on the construct of Perceived Behavioral Control is above average. There is a small standard error mean which indicates that the pairs of the sample for the population have very similar mean.
Analysis and Interpretation of Data
Differential Analysis
Gender and Attitude toward Behavior
The hypothesis tested here is that "there is no gender difference among higher secondary school students with respect to the scores of Attitude toward Behavior". The results are given in the Table 2 . 
Gender and Subjective Norms
The hypothesis tested here is that "there is no gender difference among higher secondary school students with respect to the scores of Subjective Norm (SN)". The results are given in Table 3 .
The values of Mean between male and female (Male=1.58 and Female=1.30) show that, there is a difference between them in terms of the scores of subjective norms. On an average level, the male indicates that, the pairs of the sample for the population have very similar mean. So, it increases the possibility for generalizing the result into the population.
Gender and Perceived Behavioral Control (PBC)
The hypothesis tested here is that "there is no gender difference among higher secondary school students with respect to the scores of Perceived Behavioral Control (PBC)". The results are presented in the Table 4 . Table 5 shows that, the log-likelihood of this baseline models is13.404. This represents the fit of the most basic model to the data. The output given in Table 5 shows a contingency table for the model. It can be seen that, all students are predicted as if they all wanted to continue higher education. This prediction is 100%, according to those who actually said yes. Overall, the model correctly classified 99.7 % of the students. Step 0 Constant 5.700 1.002 32.387 1 .000 299.000 
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S variables to the model will significantly affect the predictive power.
Roa's efficient scale statistic is calculated and except for Subjective Norms scores on all main effect variables, and interaction variables (between two and also between three) have significant scores at P ˂0.01 and could potentially make a contribution to the model. However, Subjective Norm alone does not look likely to be a good predictor because its score statistics is non-significant at P >0.05. The variable that will be selected for inclusion will be the attitude toward Behavior. Since, it has the highest value for the score statistics (13.3). Table 7 shows the summary statistics about the new model where, only one constant was included in the model. -2L=13.4, but now, when Attitude toward behavior has been included, 13 is reduced to 0. This reduction tells that, the model is better at predicting the intention of a person to continue or not continue to higher education. Table 8 shows the Omnibus tests of Model Coefficients and Table 9 gives the model Summary.
From Table 10 , the b coefficient -2.502 differs significantly from zero. Thus, it is assumed that the predictor is making a significant contribution as the predictor of the outcome, that is, educational continuation decision.
The most significant predictor is the Attitude toward Behavior (13.3). Subjective Norm seems to be the construct that does not contribute to the prediction of students' intention to continue to higher education (2.62).
This value is not significant (0.106) ( Table 11 ). But it can be noted that, the Subjective Norms has a predictive power in the case of its interaction with Perceived Behavioral Control alone. Subjective Norms have a predictive power in the case of its interaction with Attitude toward Behavior also. All other factors also seem to be predicting the intentions on its own and also in interaction with other constructs. Thus, it can be concluded that, all constructs of the planned behavior except Subjective Norms turned out as predictors of students' intentions of continuing to higher education, though the most significant predictor is Attitude toward Behavior. Figure 1 is the model applied in this study.
Results and Discussion
It has been revealed that, many past studies have Intentions to continue education after plus two were predicted very well from the students' personal attitudes toward Education Continuation. This result is supported by the study, which investigates the determinants of students' intention to adopt online teaching evaluation at the end of semester where it reveals that, attitude is the most important determinant of intention (Weng et al., 2014) .
This is also consistent with many previous studies that have In the present study, Subjective Norms are not found as significant predictor in relation to the intention of students to continue education after plus two. This is supported by the study that is conducted in relation to Muzakki's intention to pay Zakah where subjective norm is a weak predictor (2.88%) of the intention of Muzakki (Huda, N, 2012) . Another study which investigates the factors determining the teaching behavior of pre-service physical education teachers towards a constructivist approach revealed that, perceived behavior control was the most significant predictor. In the present study, the perceived behavior control is the second most significant predictor of the intention.
The present study shed light into the applicability of the theory of planned behavior to examine the intention of education continuation decision of higher secondary school students. By focusing on specific beliefs and attitudes concerning the intention to continue education after plus two, it is possible to understand the determinants of intentions of higher secondary students for continuing education after plus two. That is to say that based on this study, it can be inferred that by improving the favorable beliefs about the consequences of their continuing education after plus two and they judging positively the outcomes of it will be possible to drive the young to higher education which is a major goal of education in any country. The study also demands the need of improving favorable perceptions about the ability and confidence to proceed in the way of continuing education irrespective of real life problems and favorable or unfavorable attitude and actions of others especially those who are important and closest to them.
Educational Implications
Based on the findings of the present study, it can be stated that, there is an urgent need of early intervention programs which focus on improving the attitude toward the education continuation in schools for creating a favorable belief and evaluation of the same. Because the results of the study shows that, the intention to go for higher education is determined by Attitude toward Behavior. The result of the present study reveals another important predictor of the intention to go for higher education is the Perceived Behavioral Control. So by focusing on this aspect, the intention of higher secondary school students to go for higher education can be strengthened. Both of the aforementioned aspects can be included in the curricular and co-curricular activities.
For avoiding wastage of already developed academic ability due to the discontinuation of the students whose level of academic performance is higher than those who continue education, various intervention programs can be conducted with the purpose of creating a favorable attitude toward education continuation among students and the people who are important to them such as parents, neighbors, peer group, teachers, and so on.
Conclusion
The present study is a contribution to the field of education due to its focus on the aspects of education continuation decision of plus one students which is a contradiction to the much discussed aspects of socio-economic and 
